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1  Introduction

1.1  Background to Assessment

This report has been prepared for Michael McKay of McKay Architecture in relation to Lot 1
DP 429753  (163 Main  Street  SH1)  Greytown,  Wairarapa  -grid  reference  East  1806307,
North 5448929) being part NZAA site S26/19. McKay Architecture have carried out extensive
renovations and refurbishments for an existing 1860s dwelling located on the site. As part of
this process,  a Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga General Archaeological Authority
was obtained because the site was clearly archaeological (Authority 2017/387).  

Excavation work required for the renovations included new piles for the house, additions and
new decks, as well as a light surface scrape over parts of the site. A considerable surface
collection of artifacts was recovered from beneath the cottage prior to the start of work.

The regional location of Greytown can be seen in Illustration 1 and the legal description  and
street location of the site can be seen in  Illustration 2.  Illustration 3 shows the aerial view of
the site during the  renovation.
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1.2  History of the Site and Surrounding Area

By Christine Barnett

The site is located on the eastern side of Main Street, Greytown within the Residential 
Zone. It is a Site of Historic heritage listed as Hs090 in the proposed Plan (SWDC) and #80
of the Operative plan, being the former home of the first Mayor of Greytown, Thomas 
Kempton. SWDC records record that this house was formerly known as Kempton House, 
and was the home of Thomas Kempton senior, who became the first Mayor of Greytown in 
1878. 

The original six Greytown pioneers reputedly camped on the site for a few days in 1854 
before taking up their balloted town acres under the Small Farm Settlement scheme. 
Thomas Kempton snr bought land in 1859 and builder Thomas Wakelin built the original 
house for the Kemptons and their five children. The property is also known as “Elms-Arbor”
as a link with the present Kempton rural family home ‘Elm Grove”. 
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1.2.1  Maori Occupation of the Wairarapa Area          

By Christine Barnett

Radiocarbon dating of charcoals excavated from archaeological sites in Palliser Bay in the
1970’s suggested that human occupation of the Wairarapa was initially at Palliser Bay on
the southern coast in the 12th century. Further archaeological research has determined a
somewhat later date for this initial Polynesian settlement at Palliser Bay as the mid 14th
century (Anderson 1991), McFadgen 2003). These first people settled near stream mouths
and up valleys through which these streams ran. Hunting and gathering from land and sea
these initial settlers left evidence of their catch in midden (food refuse sites) and ovens.
The  horticultural  production  of  food  in  garden  plots  is  also  still  visible  on the  modern
landscape as stone rows and storage pits.

The demise of this initial period of settlement is considered to be the late 15th century
(McFadgen 2003). Considerable research and debate has been conducted regarding the
environmental  changes  that  may  have  precipitated  the  end  of  this  settlement  period.
Climatic change, human environmental impact, seismic activity and tsunamis have all been
considered. Archaeological evidence for further human settlement in the later part of 15th
century is scarce but the presence of fortified earthworks  –  pa sites; suggests a time of
conflict  when  food  resources  were  in  decline  and  population  pressures  resulted  in
increased tension between groups of people. These pa occur along the coast and further
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Illustration 3: Aerial view of  163 Main Street, Greytown (from South Wairarapa GIS
Viewer). Site boundary shown in green.
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up the main Wairarapa valley.

Earthquakes recorded in the late 15th century, and 16th century migrations of people into
the area may have contributed to the need to defend scarce resources and establish land
rights. There has been no systematic archaeological survey of the inland Wairarapa Valley
conducted  with  the  same  level  of  detail  as  the  survey  of  Palliser  Bay.  However
archaeological  sites  that  have been recorded up the main  Wairarapa valley suggest  a
greater  utilisation  of  the  resources  of  the  Ruamahunga  river  system  and  other  river
systems in the 16th century. 

1.2.2  Colonisation of the Wairarapa Area          

By Christine Barnett

The  patterns  of  land  use  were  to  dramatically  change  after  the  re-discovery  of  New
Zealand by Captain James Cook. In February 1770 Cook sailed along Wairarapa’s coast
naming the southern coast after his friend and patron Sir Hugh Palliser. Cook’s discovery
was to establish New Zealand’s later links with Britain and British settlement. Once New
Zealand became known to the European world, visitors began to arrive, some to exploit its
abundance of seals, flax and timber and others in search of greener pastures. The first
European  to  enter  the  Wairarapa  was  William  Deans  (Schrader:  13-Jul-12  URL:
http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/wairarapa-region/page-6),  who  walked  the  coast  from
Wellington to Palliser Bay with a Maori guide in 1840. He thought the land was ideal for
pastoralism, and considered squatting there.

In  1841,  the  New Zealand  Company sent  a  party  from  Petone  led  by Robert  Stokes,
seeking an inland route to the Wairarapa. After negotiating the Hutt and Pākuratahi valleys,
Stokes scaled  the Rimutaka summit and saw Lake Wairarapa in the distance and noted
(Pascoe, 1971:39): 

“An immense plain lay at our feet stretching to a distance of between thirty and
forty miles from the head of the Lake.”

Impressed,  he returned to Wellington,  and confirmed the region’s  potential  for  farming.
Other  European  settlers  soon  followed  with  their  foreign  animals,  crops  and  their
Eurocentric  agricultural techniques. The landscape and the use of that landscape was to
change dramatically.  While Maori had adapted their use of the environment as the land
and climate  dictated;  the new European settlers view was that  the landscape could be
altered as the farmer dictated. This was to prove a crucial change in patterns of land use
and settlement in the Wairarapa.

Various survey plans of the area were drawn up including SO 10651 Map of the Southern
portion of the Wairarapa from the sea, ca 1863 (see Illustration 4) and ML 3080 (WD 3080)
Plan of Part of  the Tahorahina Block adjoining to the township of Greytown, 1867 (see
Illustration 5). 
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Illustration 4: Detail of SO10651 “Map of the Southern Portion of the Wairarapa from the
Sea to Greytown and Ahiaruha, ca 1862 (from Quickmp)
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the Township of Greytown District of Wairarapa, 1867 (from Quickmp)
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1.2.3  Development of Greytown

By Christine Barnett

Greytown  is  considered  one  of  New Zealand’s  first  planned  inland  towns,  along  with
Masterton.  A resolute group of yeoman class settlers and tradesmen lead by Charles R.
Carter  and  Joseph  Masters  petitioned  the  government  to  set  aside  blocks  of  land  for
purchase in the Wairarapa region in 1853/54. This ‘working-class’ group was to become
the  Small  Farm  Association.  The  Association  eventually  gained  the  cooperation  of
Governor  Grey,  the  provincial  government  and  local  Maori  to  purchase  two  settlement
areas in the Wairarapa valley  –  the southern  settlement,  later  called Greytown,  on the
Kuratawhiti  Plain  within  the  Tauherenikau  Block;  and  the  northern  settlement  on  the
Makoura Block, from Waipoua to Kuripuni, and the Kohangawareware Block. 

The Taratahi and Manaia purchases which completed the northern suburban acres were
settled later in 1855. Greytown was to contain 200 acres, one town acre for each of the first
200 settlers with 40 acre suburban sections and provision for additional rural allotments of
up to 100 acres.  The original town layout and road alignment is largely that in use today,
with  some  modifications  of  street  names  and  alignments.  The aim of  the  Small  Farm
association  was to make land available at  an affordable  price to all  classes of  English
society. Charles R. Carter was appointed the Trustee of the Greytown and Masterton land.
In December 1858 on receiving grants from the Crown lands office, he took considerable
efforts to finalise the conveyance of individual titles to the owners, who had paid for their
land (with their deposit of £1 on joining the Association) up to five years previously. This
detail is worth noting as it often creates confusion when it appears that Carter's name is on
titles for a number of properties in Greytown prior to 1858. Clapham then proceeded to sell
off different parts of the two town acres during the first decades of the 20 th century, as Lots
1-19  of  DP1122  (see  WN105/225).  Thomas  Kempton  Senior  was  one  of  the  original
settlers in Greytown. In 1853/54 he travelled to the Wairarapa with his son Thomas, Mr and
Mrs Moles, Ben Stevens and the Rev. Mr. Buff. It is believed that they camped on the site
of 163 Main Street – Town Section 73.  
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Illustration 7: Kempton’s House identified in Field Book 986 compiled by John Tone 1883 for the
Greytown and Carterton Survey of Town Roads
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Thomas had purchased Town section 47 in the Small Farm Association ballot in 1853. The
Kempton family records state that he also purchased Town section 37 and a 40-acre block
(suburban section District no. 73) for his son, Thomas junior.  The latter acreage was to
become the site of Elm Grove homestead and farm. Several of the owners of acre titles
under the Small Farm Association ballot chose to sell their properties in 1858/59. Thomas
purchased titles to Town sections 49, 56, 65, 67, 69 and 73. Town sections 47 and 49 were
sold on March 1872 to Thomas Kempton, jnr.

163 Main Street is a remnant section of the original Town section 73. An acre in size it
extended  from Main  Street  back  through  to  East  Street.  It  is  considered  that  Thomas
Kempton  built  his  first  wooden  house on this  property,  with  the assistance of  Thomas
Wakelin, builder. He had apparently built  another earlier slab whare on his arrival in the
township on his land at Town section 47. The property at Town section 73 was owned by
Thomas until  his death in 1889, when it was inherited by Sarah Dunn, his daughter.  A
Kempton house is identified in surveyor John Tone’s Field Book 986 in 1883 (Illustration 7).
Tone was involved in a survey of Greytown & Carterton town roads.

SWDC Council  records  state  that  the present  house is  largely  the  ground floor  of  the
original house saved by the family’s quick action when fire destroyed the upper floor in
about 1860. However Kempton family records say that the house is believed to be a rebuilt
version of the original, which was partially destroyed by fire in 1872 (Kempton, 1990). The
family story states that the fire was caused by an accident when Thomas Kempton snr’s
daughter Sarah had been reading by candle light in front of an upstairs unglazed window
and the curtains caught light which resulted in the house burning down. 

Searching through the Papers Past website reveals no report of a fire in c.1860 (SWDC
date) or a fire  related to a child’s candle  in 1872. However the  Wellington Independent
newspaper reported on a fire in 1872 that may be the fire of the 163 Main Street house
(24th December 1872, p.2):

 … A house belonging to Mr T. Kempton, sen., Greytown, had a narrow escape
from being burnt down on Sunday. Some long grass around it took fire in some
mysterious  manner.  By  great  exertions  the  house  was  saved.  Householders
would do well to cut and remove to a distance all grass and other materials of a
combustible  nature.  By  doing  so  they  will  lessen  materially  the  danger  from
external fires.

Then in 1885 there was another fire at a Kempton property, although this appears to be at
a business address, rather than at 163 Main Street (Wairarapa Daily Times,  3rd August
1885, p.2): 

… News  has  come  to  hand  that  Mr  C.  A.  Kempton's  store  in  Main  Street,
Greytown, was burnt down yesterday. It appears that the fire started at 3a.m.,
and that before it was noticed it had obtained such a hold that all attempts to
save  the  building  were  fruitless.  The  Brigade  turned  out,  but  could  do  little,
except to prevent the flames from spreading further. A portion of, the stock was
saved. The following are the insurances South British, £IOOO on stock; National,
K OO on stock,  £3OO on building,  £2OO on furniture;  Australian'  Mercantile,
£SOQ on stock;  London,  Liverpool,  and Globe,  £SOO. The estimated loss is
£IOOO.13 In another newspaper the individual is reported to be J. E. Kempton,
storekeeper, Greytown.

Then on 4 August it is reported that:  Mr. T. E. Kempton, whose shop at Greytown was
burnt down on Sunday morning intends resuming business immediately in premises lately
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occupied by Mr. Kennedy (Wairarapa Daily Times, 4th August, 1885, p.2). T.E. Kempton
was the grandson of Thomas Kempton, senior. His father was Thomas Kempton, junior. 

In August an inquest into the fire was reported in the Wairarapa Daily Times (15th August
1885, p.2). 

An inquest was held before Dr Spratt, at Greytown, yesterday, on the fire by
which Kempton's store was destroyed. … A verdict was given that the house in
the occupation of T. E. Kempton was burnt down on the morning of the 2nd
inst., but there was not sufficient evidence to show how the fire originated.

In 1897 the valuation record for the property held at Wairarapa Archive cites Henry Lenton
Gray, wheelwright as the owner/occupier of the house. While the Town Section is listed as
Section 71 this may be an incorrect interpretation by the valuation inspector as the Deeds
reference refers to Gray’s ownership of Section 73 at this time. We do know that Gray did
own sections 71 and 73 in 1926, so this may be a case of a mistake with the Town section
number - 71 for 73. Gray’s property was described as one acre with a house of 24 years
old (probably the post fire renovation - 1873), wooden with an iron roof. There is a stable,
washhouse and 4 workshops on the property as well. 
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Illustration 8: Kempton family in front of Elm Grove homestead, Kempton’s Line, Greytown c.
1885 The photograph depicts Thomas Kempton, his wife, and four other women and a man in
front of a glasshouse to the side of the Elmwood homestead. One of the women is holding a

baby. Wairarapa Archives Reference Number: 03-89/234
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The next valuation entry for the property (1907) identifies the property as section 73 with
similar  buildings  on  site  so  this  appears  to  confirm  that  it  is  the  same  property  just
incorrectly identified on the 1897 valuation form. Further valuation records  in the 1920’s,
1942, 1949, and 1954 all refer to Town section 73 as the full acre, though in 1953 a small
portion of the property had gone to the Borough Council as a site for a Memorial Plaque.

By 1958 the town acre had undergone some subdivision and was now recorded as Pt. Sec.
73 (CT387/42)  under the ownership of  Miss Olive Gray.  In 1973 Edmund Mark Pearce
occupied the property which was now recorded as Lot 1 DP 40197 (being 3 rood and 36.86
perches or 1844m²).  It  was noted on the valuation record of 1977 (18420/275) that the
siting of the dwelling restricted any further subdivision of the property at Lot 1 DP 40197. In
2010 this was reconsidered by SWDC under Resource Consent No.3756 and a two lot
subdivision of the property (Lot 1 DP40197) was granted. 

Over  the  years  that  town acre  section  has been subdivided  into  three  parts,  with  two
quarter acre sections on East Street and the house at 163 Main Street on an half  acre
section.  The Main Street  portion of  the property under development  was purchased by
John and Deirdre Ellims on 13 Dec 1983 from Mrs. Beetham, a Real Estate agent and her
son Richard Jenkins, a builder from Featherston. The Ellims also purchased a quarter acre
section immediately behind 163 Main Street which gave access through to East Street,
Greytown. 

In 1983 when John and Deirdre Ellims purchased the property the old Kempton house had
a rear lean-to kitchen, a bathroom next to the kitchen up the hall, two bedrooms on the
south side, 2 bedrooms on the north side of the house and a small sitting room with an
open fireplace backing onto the rear porch, and entranceway into the kitchen. In the rear
porch/entranceway was a brick copper, pipe and taps. At this time, the rear portion of the
half  acre  section,  (the  current  newly  subdivided  section)  was  rough  and  undulating,
covered with grass/weeds and overgrown vegetation. An area in the north east corner of
the section was dug to approximately 600mm deep for the purpose of planting a vegetable
garden.

The wall between the small sitting room and small bedroom on the north side of the house
was removed to increase the size of the sitting room in 1984/1985. The house was rewired
and other rooms had scrim/paper stripped from the walls which were relined with gib board.
While stripping back old scrim and paper in bedrooms in the 1980’s, burnt/charred timber
was found on the walls. Then while installing insulation in the ceiling, burnt/charred ceiling
joists were found. This ties in with the Kempton family verbal history of the fire which was
started while Sarah Kempton was reading by candlelight. The old totara piles of the house
were removed and replaced with new concrete piles. At this time old china, metal and glass
was also located under the house and disposed of.

On the southern wall of the southwestern bedroom (former parlour) there was evidence of
an old chimney at ground level which had been removed prior to the Ellims purchase in
1983. Also at the rear of the house on the lean to, to the south of the back door, there was
evidence of a fireplace at ground level, however, this had been removed and a window
installed, again prior to 1983.

In 1984,  a Skyline garage was built  on the rear of  the section,  behind the house.  The
ground was excavated for foundations to be laid and following that the area behind that
was grazed by sheep and firewood trees (gums and wattles) were planted. These trees
were felled in 2000’s and then the area was levelled in 2014 with a digger when the section
was subdivided.
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Over the 1980s/1990 and 2000s, the whole half  acre section was dug over as gardens
were planted. In the rear portion of the section, (the new subdivided section) large amounts
of rusted/broken metal, farming pieces, i.e. rusted chains, plough pieces as well as broken
glass and china pieces were located. All of these items were disposed of in the rubbish as
they were located. Some pieces of intact glass/china were kept.

On the southern boundary with 165 Main Street there was an area of rotten timber, covered
in vines/bushes and trees which appeared to be collapsed sheds. The only items located
were old horseshoes. This area has since had concrete pads laid for garden sheds/trailer
parking and holes dug to plant citrus trees on naturally raised stony land.

On the southwestern corner towards Main Street, there is a large horse chestnut tree in the
corner of the section, immediately behind the memorial bus shelter. The chestnut tree is a
registered heritage tree with South Wairarapa District  Council.  SWDC has subsequently
taken ownership from John and Deirdre of the block of land on which the tree and bus
shelter now sit. The tree is believed to be over 100 years old in the 1980’s. The memorial
bus shelter commemorates the spot that the first settlers to Greytown, Thomas Kempton
Senior, Thomas Kempton Junior and company camped when they first arrived in Greytown.

The western boundary of the section is on Main Street and north of the small pedestrian
gate is an old short fence with sycamore/ash trees growing through. There are three old
posts still in a fence line but with the rails gone. They are in line with two old wooden posts
on the north eastern corner of the house.

On the north western corner of  the house by the verandah,  there was a camellia  tree.
Bessie Gray, (wife of George Gray, deceased) told Deirdre in the 1980’s that it was a good
sized tree which she slept behind on the verandah when she was a child c. 1910s. The tree
was cut out once it died in the 1990’s. On the northern boundary with 159 Main Street,
there  was  an open storm water  drain  taking  overflow water  off  State  Highway 2/Main
Street. This open drain flowed through the property into the quarter acre section behind
and the water dispersed on the Rugby grounds in East  Street.  After  heavy rains which
resulted in water rushing along the drain, fragments of broken glass and china were often
located and then disposed of. 

In the mid 2000’s the South Wairarapa District Council contractors piped the storm water
drain which involved earth works with diggers/trucks working for a number of weeks. Dirt/fill
along with broken glass and china was removed and taken away by the contractors during
this work. 

In the late 1990’s, the whole lawn on the north side of the house was cultivated with a
rotary  hoe  to  level  as  until  then  it  was  rough  and  undulating.  Again,  lots  of  broken
glass/china etc were located and disposed of.

Off the northeastern corner of the house is a steel pipe going into the ground, possibly an
old water  bore.  It  is  unknown when this bore was sunk or the history behind it.  In the
northeastern  corner  of  the  section  are  two  old  pear  trees  of  different  varieties.  An
orchardist in the 1980’s said they were old, but could not identify the age or variety.

Deidre Ellims has a copy of an old photograph of a Kempton house (the original is held by
the Kempton family). The photograph (Illustration 9) is considered to be the town house at
163 Main Street. The house in the photograph has a gabled roof, while the current 163
Main  Street  house  has  a  hip  roof.  However  the  current  house  has  the  same  exterior
appearance as the lower floor of the house in the old photograph. Barry Kempton of Elm
Grove considers that the older gentleman on the verandah is similar to Thomas Kempton
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Senior. 

There is no record of when this photo was taken or by whom. The photo shows a glass
house attached to the house on the north side. There is a window sill on the north side of
the  current  163  Main  street  house  where  there  is  notch  cut  out  approximately  2  inch
square. Barry Kempton’s mother Mavis said, to Deidre Ellims in the 1980’s, that this would
have been where the glasshouse was attached. It is known that Thomas Kempton Senior
was a keen horticulturist and farmer Mrs. Deidre Ellims noted on a visit to the Elm Grove
farmhouse  on  Kempton  Line  that  there  are  definite  similarities  between  the  Kempton
homes at 163 Main Street and Elm Grove i.e. similar stud heights, architraves, door design,
dado  rails,  tongue  and  groove  ceiling  in  the  lean  too  kitchen.  The  distinct  beveled
weatherboards only on the front (west) of the building are believed to be a part of builder
Thomas Wakelin’s construction style.

Date Owner/Occupier Deeds Ref/CT

14th April 1859 Charles Carter received
property

14th April 1859 C Carter to N Gooder DR 7/331

4th August 1859 N Gooder sold to Thos. Kempton DR 7/331

12th March 1889 Thos. Kempton died

5th June 1889 Property probated to John Miller Inherited by Sarah Ann
Dunn (nee Kempton)

29th October 1889 Sarah Ann Dunn, wife of Edward 
Dunn (daughter of Thos. Kemptoon 
senior)

DR11/590

15th August 1892 Ann Dunn sold to Elisabeth Spring, 
wife of David Spring.

DR107/584

23rd March 1897 Death of Elisabeth Spring, inherited 
by David Spring.

21st December 1903 David Spring and John Hillier 
(possible executor) sold to Hilary 
Lenton Gray

DR150/198

23rd January 1926 CT issued in name of Henry Gray CT336/42

Table 1: Ownership History of Section 73 (including 163 Main Street)

163 Main St Archaeological Monitoring Report
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Illustration 9: Kempton’s House photo supplied by Deidre and John Ellims. Probably taken
before 1889when Thomas Kempton, senior died.  Note the glasshouse on the north side of the

house, and what appears to be the stable on the south side.

Illustration 10: Kempton’s House photograph (Margaret Kempton?)



 Introduction

163 Main St Archaeological Monitoring Report

Illustration 11: Kempton’s House – note bullnose verandah roof. (Margaret Kempton?)



2  Archaeological Investigation

2.1  Background

The project included retention of the main area of the original cottage with removal of a
rear  lean-to,  replacement  of  under-house piles  and digging  of  new pile  holes  for  new
extensions  on  several  sides.  There  was  minimal  other  work  carried  out  for  service
installation and landscaping and the construction of a new garage (on the site of an old
garage).  The site work was carried out between January 2017 and January 2018.

The house and wider property as it was prior to site work can be seen in Illustration 12 to
Illustration 16. The proposed alteration plans can be seen in relation to the original house
structure in Illustration 17.
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Illustration 12: 163 Main Street prior to work – front (Mike McKay 2017)
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Illustration 13: 163 Main Street prior to work – north-east side (Mike McKay 2017)

Illustration 14: 163 Main Street prior to work- south corner (Mike McKay 2017)
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Illustration 15: 163 Main Street prior to work- east corner (Mike McKay 2017)

Illustration 16: 163 Main Street prior to work- south west side (Mike McKay 2017)
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Illustration 17: 163 Main Street site plan (McKay Architecture). Original house indicated
blue highlight, new additions in yellow and pink. Demolished area hatched.
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2.2  Removal of Rear Lean-To

The main work carried out was the demolition of an existing rear lean-to kitchen, dining
and wash house addition (see Illustration 18 to Illustration 25). The demolition revealed a
rich sub floor surface deposit of artifacts (see  Illustration 21) as well as some structural
information (see Illustration 22). 

The artifacts collected sub-floor under the removed lean-to included glass, ceramic, faunal
and metal  items.  This material  formed the bulk  of  the artifact  assemblage analysed in
Chapter  3. Some additional material was collected from underneath the main house and
from in the various pile holes drilled under the existing house and for the new extensions. 
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Illustration 18: Rear lean-to during demolition (Mike McKay)
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Illustration 19: Rear lean-to during demolition (Mike McKay)

Illustration 20: Rear lean-to following floor removal  (Mike McKay)
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Illustration 21: Sub -floor surface material underneath rear lean-to prior to collection (Mike
McKay)
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Illustration 22: 163 Main Street site plan (McKay Architecture).  Fireplaces indicated in
orange and excavation/surface collection areas in red.

Area A

Area B
Area C

Area D

Area E

Rear of House

Front of House

(Rear Lean-To demolished)

Ash 
Dump



 Archaeological Investigation

2.3  Fire Place Removal 

One of the main features documented during the lean-to demolition was a fire place and
chimney base located between the lean-to kitchen and living room (see  Illustration 23).
This was located adjacent  to a more recent laundry copper and chimney structure that
were also removed (see Illustration 23 also). 

The base of the living room chimney was visible sub-surface against the rear wall of the
main house (see  Illustration 24) and consisted of  a number of  courses of  frogged (but
otherwise unmarked) red bricks. The structure measured 1054mm long x 800mm wide and
was at least three courses deep beneath the ground surface. It extended out into the lean-
to kitchen area where the original, external chimney previously stood (see Illustration 22).

There was an additional fireplace present in the north east wall of a bedroom, at the front
of the house (see Illustration 22 also).  This measured 1440mm long x 520 deep.
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Illustration 23: Rear lean-to location of living room chimney/fireplace and laundry copper
(Mike McKay)
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Illustration 24: Rear lean-to living room fire place removal (Mike McKay)
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Illustration 25: Living room fire place removal and original pile (Mike McKay)

Illustration 26: Lean-to kitchen fire place (Mike McKay)
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2.4  Shallow Scrape at Rear of Lean-To (Areas A-E)

Following demolition and during the piling process, a shallow scrape (200mm deep) of the
earth located underneath the lean-to area was also carried out. This was designated Areas
A-E with artifact material found predominantly within Area A with a smaller amount in B
(see Illustration 22). This also revealed the presence of a previously unknown fire place or
chimney base located between Areas A and B underneath the kitchen/dining area (see
Illustration  26 and  Illustration  27).  This  structure  consisted  of  several  courses of  hand
made bricks (unmarked) and measured 1.2m wide x 675mm deep. 3 courses of bricks had
been set over another course laid side on rather than end on and mortared into place. It is
likely to have predated the present lean-to kitchen structure and may relate to an earlier
construction of the house.

163 Main St Archaeological Monitoring Report

Illustration 27: Sub-kitchen fireplace removal Area A 
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2.5  Pile Drilling Under Main House and for New Additions

Following  removal  of  the  rear  addition  and  WC,  the  house  was  lifted  up  on  jacks  to
facilitate digging of new pile holes. Remaining surface artifact material was recovered prior
to the pile drilling (see Illustration 28). New piles were dug to a depth of 900mm-1000mm
underneath the remainder of the original house as well as underneath the areas scheduled
for new building (see Illustration 30 and Illustration 31).

A  number  of  original  totara  piles  were  removed  during  the  re-piling  process.  Several
examples  can  be  seen  in  Illustration  29.  These  showed  various  signs  of  sawing  and
chiselling but were mostly very degraded.

Over 90 new pile holes were excavated (see Illustration 31) with only a portion yielding any
artifact material. The majority of this was undiagnostic, although a few reflected the surface
material found during the house lifting and lean-to demolition. Details of diagnostic material
found in individual pile holes can be seen in the artifact catalogue summaries shown in
Appendix 2.   The majority of  the artifact  material  was unsurprisingly found around the
perimeters of the main cottage and rear lean-to. This indicates that most of the material
was thrown underneath the house into easily accessible areas in random discard events.
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Illustration 28: Sub floor rear of main house following removal of lean-to (Mike McKay)
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Illustration 29: Removed totara piles from under main house (Mike McKay)

Illustration 30: Drilling new piles (20th February 2017)
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2.6  Additional Earthworks

Additional earthworks were required for installation of foundations for a new garage (see
location in Illustration 17), but this was not documented as the area had previously been
built on (for a 20th c garage) and the new build mainly consisted of laying a concrete slab
floor, with minimal drilled piles.

A small amount of other artifact material was collected while grading the wider section for
the laying of a new lawn post construction. This material did not represent anything that
had not already been seen on the site and it was subsequently not catalogued.
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Illustration 31: 163 Main Street  foundation plan. Red piles indicate where artifact material was
found, numbers correlate to catalogued diagnostic material 
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 Artifact Analysis

3  Artifact Analysis

There  was  a  substantial  amount  of  archaeological  material  found  on  the  site,  the  vast
majority  found  as  surface  material  directly  underneath  the  house  when  it  was  lifted  for
repiling. A lesser quantity was yielded from new pile holes and a shallow surface scrape
carried out  at  the rear  of  the house,  underneath the removed lean-to addition.   Material
included general  household  crockery for  preparing,  storing  and serving food,  as well  as
personal items for beautification, adornment and recreation.

3.1  Catalogues

All  the  items  recovered  from  the  site  have  been  entered  into  separate,  numbered
catalogues, divided into glass, ceramic and miscellaneous items (metal, shell, bone, leather,
wood, stone). Most items have also been photographed1.  Table 2 below shows the relative
proportions  of  the  different  artifact  materials  recovered,  with  an  indication  of  minimum
vessels/items as well as the actual quantity of individual specimens or fragments collected.  

Individual  specimens  (fragments)  are  combined  in  catalogue  entries  where  they  were
collected  from  the  same  area  and  may  be  from  the  same  individual  vessel.  Individual
specimens found in different parts of the site are listed as individual catalogue entries but do
not necessarily constitute an addition to the minimum numbers of vessels if they share the
same form and/or pattern as other specimens collected elsewhere and can't conclusively be
demonstrated  to  be  part  of  a  different  vessel.  Summaries  of  the  full  catalogues  are
appended  to  this  document.  Full  copies  of  the  catalogues  with  cross-referenced
photographic images are available on request.

Table 2 shows that there was a predominance of glass material recovered, and also that this
material  was  very  fragmented,  especially  in  comparison  to  the  ceramic  material  with  a
minimum  number  of  153  vessels  represented  by  413  individual  fragments.   This
fragmentation is partly a result of the fact that much of the glass was from case gin bottles
which are notoriously thin walled and prone to breakage.  

The majority of the material was found concentrated underneath the rear of the main house
and rear lean-to extension.   

Catalogue Total individual specimens Minimum vessel/item numbers

Ceramics 277 116

Glass 413 151

Other 39 39

Totals 731 307

Table 2: Total numbers for artifact catalogues

1 Note: all photographic scale measurements are in centimeters
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3.2  Ceramic Analysis

Ceramic items were catalogued in terms of vessel type, relative size, colour and decoration
with cross-referenced individual photographs. Table 3 below indicates the minimum vessels
recorded  in  terms  of  general  domestic  ceramics  (cups,  plates,  saucers,  bowls,  storage
vessels,  serving  vessels),  children's  toys,  smoking  materials,  healthcare  and  general
household goods).  This table indicates a typical predominance of cups, saucers and plates
found on the site. Smaller quantities of toiletry items, kitchen vessels and serving vessels,
were also found, along with more recreational household items such as childrens' playthings.

Vessel Type Min Vessels Vessel Type Min Vessels

Tableware Healthcare

Cup 23 Wash Bowl 1

Mug 1 Wash Ewer/Jug 2

Saucer 20

Soup plate 4 Household

Bowl 4 Lid 1

Side Plate 21 Crock 1

Dinner Plate 15 Plant pot 1

Platter 6

Vegetable dish Lid 1 Kitchen ware

Egg cup 2 Crock 1

Teapot Lid 3 Mortar? 1

Baby Plate 1 Jug 2

Pudding basin 1

Recreation

Ashtray 1 Industrial

Doll 2 Electrical Insulator 1

Totals 104 12

Table 3: Minimum Numbers for Catalogued Ceramics
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 Pattern 
name/number

Dinner 
Plate

Platter Side Plate Cup Saucer Jug/Ewer Totals

Asiatic Pheasants 1 1 2

Cable1

Chios 1 1

Cobden 2 2

Dulcamara 1 1 2

Maine 1 1

Paramatta 1 1

Prince 1 1

Queen 1 1

Rhine 6 1 5 2 14

Tea Leaf 4 2 6

Willow 1 1 2

Totals 8 3 9 6 5 2 33

Table 4: Minimum numbers of vessels with Identified ceramic patterns by type 

3.3  Identified ceramic patterns

There were a number  of  ceramic vessels that  had identifiable patterns (mostly transfer
prints).  A breakdown of these by vessel type is shown in Table 4.   The most commonly
represented pattern was  Rhine, with smaller quantities of other well-known mid-late 19th

century patterns such as  Willow,  Asiatic Pheasants, Tea Leaf,  Dulcamara  and Cobden.
Other less common patterns included Cable, Paramatta, Prince, Maine, Queen and Chios.
Most have previously been found on mid-late 19th century Wellington archaeological sites.  

Possibly the most uncharacteristic aspect of the pattern assemblage was the general lack
of  Willow and  Asiatic  Pheasants pattern  fragments.  Only  8  fragments  out  of  277
(representing a minimum of 1 platter and 1 mug) were decorated with a Willow or Willow
variation transfer,  while  there were only 5  Asiatic  Pheasants fragments (representing  a
minimum of  of  1 dinner plate and 1 side plate).  This is unusual as  Willow and  Asiatic
Pheasants are frequently the most prolific patterns on Wellington region sites.  The most
commonly found pattern for this site was  Rhine. This pattern has a central pictorial river
scene with castles and trees, surrounded by a foliate border with concentric circles and
curling  vines.  At  least  48  Rhine  fragments  were  found,  representing  a minimum of  14
vessels (including platters, dinner plates, side plates, saucers). 

As is also typical, the most commonly represented teaware pattern was the gilt  Tealeaf,
with a minimum of 4 cups and 2 saucers.  This is characterised by a hand-painted clover
leaf motif and gilt hairlines. As well as the characteristic transfer patterns, there was a good
proportion  of  vessels  decorated  through  other  techniques,  including  banding  and  hair-
lining, relief moulding, slip glazing and gilding.  
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3.4  Glass Analysis

There was a slightly larger quantity of glassware found on the site,  in terms of minimum
vessel numbers but there was nearly twice the number of individual fragments (see Table 2).
Total  minimum  vessel  numbers  for  drink  bottles  are  shown  in  Table  5.  Minimum  food
storage, healthcare and general household glass items are shown in Table 6.  There was a
high predominance of “black” case gin bottles, “black, cylindrical beer bottles and dark green
Champagne type ring seal bottles found. There were also a number of aerated water bottles
in various forms as well as several spirit and wine bottles.  

There were a additional condiment bottles and jars identified, including, jam, pickle, sauce
Bovril and meat paste. There were several household products (Lysol, poison) as well as a
number of pharmaceutical bottles, some with named manufacturers and contents such as
Baxter's Lung Preserver, Dr. Flemming's Pills, Lane's Emulsion and Vaseline.

       Type Colour Min Vessels Totals

Alcohol 73

Case gin Black 37

Udolpho Wolfe Schnapps? Mid green 1

Beer Black 14

Whiskey Aqua green 2

Brandy/Spirit Dark green 2

Spirit Clear 1

Champagne standard Dark green 10

Champagne half Dark green 3

Wine Dark green 1

Wine Mid green 1

Wine Pale green 1

Aerated Water 5

J. Fuller, Greytown Aqua green 4

Joseph Dixon? Aqua green 1

Other Non-Alcoholic 1

Symington coffee essence Aqua Green 1

Total 79

Table 5: Minimum Numbers for Drink Bottles
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       Type Colour Min Vessels Totals

Condiments/Storage 20

Salad oil Aqua green 4

Vinegar Aqua green 1

Beaver Brand Sauce [re-purposed 
champagne half bottle] 

Dark green 1

Sauce Aqua green 2

Lea & Perrins Worcestershire sauce Aqua green 1

Lawrence Bros Jam Aqua green 1

Jam/Pickle Aqua green 2

Jam Clear 1

Bovril Dark brown 2

Meat paste Clear 4

Flavouring Clear 1

Household 3

Lysol Dark brown 2

Poison Dark blue 1

Cosmetic/Healthcare 18

Perfume Clear 1

Baxter's Lung Preserver Aqua green 1

Lane's Emulsion Aqua green 2

Pharmaceutical Aqua/light blue 5

Pharmaceutical Clear 3

Dr. Flemming's Pills Clear 1

Pill Clear 3

Vaseline Clear 1

Cosmetic? Emerald green 1

Totals 41

Table 6: Minimum numbers for household glass bottles and jars
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4  Storage, Preparation and Consumption of Food

4.1  Kitchenware

A small  portion  of  the  items found  on the site  related  to  the presentation,  storage  and
preparation of  food,  as is typical  of  a domestic  setting.  A selection of  these is shown in
Illustration 32 below.  This included a smaller, utilitarian mixing bowl or pudding basin (see
Illustration 32b), as well as a medium sized jug (see  Illustration 32a) and a glass lined tin
preserving jar screw cap (see  Illustration 32c). Such lids were used fro fruit  and jam jars
often  in  conjunction  with  Mason brand jars.  Therese are all  typical,  utilitarian  household
items.

a) Cable jug (MGC-014) b) Mixing bowl (MGC-016)

c) Preserving Jar Lid (MGM-014)

Illustration 32:  Kitchenware

4.2  Tea and Breakfast Ware

As  is  generally  typical  of  domestic,  residential  settings,  there  was  a  high  proportion  of
teacups and saucers found on the site, as well as various other vessels associated with tea
drinking and serving.  A selection of these is shown in Illustration 33 to Illustration 34.  There
were a few cups with recognised transfer print designs, (Tea Leaf, Willow see  Illustration
33a, b & f) and several less well-known patterns (Chios, Dulcamara-  see Illustration 33d &
g).The saucer marked with the  Chios pattern name and Pinder Bourne makers mark (see
Illustration 33g) was manufactured in Burselm, Stafffordshire 1862-82 (Godden, 1991:495). 

The  Dulcamara saucer  fragment  was not  marked,  but  this  pattern  has been found in  a
number  of  other  sites,  including  the  Supreme  Court  site  in  Wellington  with  pieces  also
manufactured by Pinder Bourne (see Grouden 2009:75).   A number of others have been
given pattern number designations pending future identification (see Illustration 33c, e, k &
n). Few of these vessels show makers marks, although one Copeland cup base was seen
(Illustration 33c).  This mark and an identical  pattern was found on the Bats Theatre site
located at  1 Kent  terrace,  Wellington (see Grouden 2014:36-37).  It  is likely to date to a
ca1847-67 manufacture (Godden:171).

There  were  several  other,  more  modern  makers  marks  observed.  These  included:  a
Superior  Bell  China,  Shore & Coggins,  Longton,  Staffordshire  mark  dating to 1911-1966
(Godden, 1991:574);  an E. Hughes & Co Fenton mark probably dating 1912-1940 (Godden
1991:339); a Tuscan China. R.H. & S.I. Plant, Longton, Staffordshire mark dating to after ca
1907 (Godden, 1991:498). These are all relatively modern within the early-mid 20 th century
occupation range of the site.
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a) Tealeaf saucer (MGC-
024) b) Tealeaf cup (MGC-

026) 

c) Cup with Copeland 
backstamp: BT019 
(MGC-061)

d) Dulcamara saucer 
(MGC-038)

e) Cup: MSG005 (MGC-
040) f) Willow (Broseley) mug

(MGC-035) 

g) Chios saucer with P.B. & Co. backstamp 
(MGC-002)

h) Saucer- Bell China 
backstamp (MGC-043)

j) Cup: WS003 (MGC-
027)

k) Saucer: MSG007 (MGC-049)i) Saucer: Tuscan China 
backstamp (MGC-046)

l) Cup with E. Hughes & 
Co backstamp (MGC-080) m) Cup: MSG014 (MGC-

072)
n) Saucer: MSG013 (MGC-072)

Illustration 33:  Transfer printed and hand painted cups and saucers

The majority of the decorated cups and saucers were transfer printed, in a range of different
colours. Several were hand painted, predominantly in striped patterns, but some also had
gilding and more detailed clobbering (see for instance  Illustration 33e).  Most of the teaware
was white earthenware, but several pieces were of a finer, semi-porcelain body decorated in
some cases in the Tea Leaf pattern (see for instance Illustration 33a & b).
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The remains of  at  least  three brown glazed teapot  lids were also found on the site,  but
strangely none of the actual pots (see Illustration 34a for example). Several breakfast bowls
were found in an oriental style blossom and insect transfer pattern (see  Illustration 34c) but
none were marked. There were also at least three eggcups identified, one in porcelain with a
Victoria, Czecho-slovakia back stamp underside. This would have been made after 1918.

a) Teapot lid  (MGC-047)
b) Eggcup Victoria 
backstamp (MGC-053) c) Bowl MSG016 (MGC-042)

Illustration 34:  Associated breakfast ware

4.3  Dinnerware and Serving Ware

Side plates, dinner plates, vegetable dishes and platters made up a significant portion of the
ceramic assemblage with several examples of the more common, later 19th Century transfer
prints  found on the site  (see  Illustration 36 and  Illustration 37).  This included vessels  in
recognised transfer prints such as  Asiatic Pheasants, Willow, Rhine, Cobden, Maine,  and
Prince as  well  as  several  other  identified  but  unnamed  prints  seen  previously  on  other
Wellington sites (for instance Illustration 37h) or not previously seen (for instance Illustration
36d). Common striped patterns were also seen (see Illustration 37b & f).

By far the most common pattern found on table and serving ware vessels was Rhine.  This
pattern was manufactured by a vast number of different British companies and the central
pictorial scene of boats on the river with surrounding trees and castles came in a number of
different variations. At least four Rhine pattern variants were found at 163 Main Street (see
Illustration 35).  Very few had makers marks, although a number had a pattern name on the
reverse.  Rhine vessels found here were mainly platters, dinner and side plates,  and it  is
likely that they were parts of several different  dinner sets given the pattern variations. At
least one side plate was made by Turner & Sons, Victoria Works, Tunstall,  Staffordshire,
and it would have been produced 1873-1895 (Godden, 1991:625 and see Illustration 37b).

a) Dinner Plate (MGC-
009)

b) Side Plate (MGC-010) c) Rhine dinner 
plate (MGC-012) d) Bread plate (MGC-011)

Illustration 35:  Rhine pattern boat variations

One Asiatic Pheasants plate was stamped with a Hammersley & Son. Burslem & Tunstall, 
Staffordshire mark that would date to 1860-1905 (Godden 1991:305-see Illustration 37c). A 

44  



 Storage, Preparation and Consumption of Food

Cobden dinner plate was stamped with a Bodley & Co.  Scotia Works, Burslem mark.  This 
mark came with an 1865 registration mark (Godden, 1991:527). Other stamped vessels 
included a dinner plate in Maine made by John Edwards 1880-1900 (Godden, 1991:231) and
several soup and dinner plates in an un-named, crenellated border transfer made by 
Bridgwood after 1891 (Godden, 1991: 101) (see Illustration 37i & j).

a) Prince platter (MGC-013)

b) Platter: WS003 (MGC-070)

c) Willow platter (MGC-003) d) Vegetable tureen lid: SC006 (MGC-032)

e) Rhine platter (MGC-008)
f) Platter:  BR009 (MGC-007)

Illustration 36:  Platters and Serving Dishes
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a) Cobden dinner plate with B. & Co
backstamp (MGC-050)

b) Rhine side plate G.W.T. & Sons (MGC-010)

c) Asiatic Pheasants side plate with
Hammersley & Son backstamp (MGC-
001)

d) Side plate: MSG001 (MGC-004)

i) Maine side plate with John Edwards backstamp
(MGC-077)

j) Soup plate: EB007 with Bridgwood
backstamp (MGC-109)

Illustration 37: Dinner, Side & Soup Plates
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4.4  Condiments

There were a number of vessels used to hold condiments,
such as sauces,  oils,   vinegars and spreads found on the
site.  A selection of these is shown in  Illustration 40. There
were several sauce bottles including one intriguing example
that was a recycled champagne half-sized bottle with a local,
Wellington label pasted on it (see Illustration 40a). This was
“Beaver  Brand”  by  The  Empire  Manufacturing  Co.  This
company  was  active  from  at  least  1890  (Wairarapa  Daily
Times, 19th February p.3) and made a wide range of grocery
products including, Worcestershire style and tomato sauces
(see Illustration 38 and Illustration 39) baking powders, egg
powders,  tea,  coffee  and  laundry  soaps  (see  Grouden
2013:65 & NZ Times, 15th Nov 1895, p.3). This bottle is most
likely to have held tomato sauce.

There  was  also  a  bottle
embossed  with the Lea
and  Perrins  ubiquitous
Worcestershire  sauce
label  (see  Illustration
40b).  This  sauce  is  the
most  commonly  found
condiment  on Wellington
region  sites  and  this
bottle,  with  hand  applied  collar  and  top  is  an  older
example. 

Other  condiments  included  an  incomplete  bottle  with
partial paper label that appears to have held olive oil (see
Illustration  40c).  Unfortunately  this  label  was  too
incomplete to identify manufacturer or country of origin. 

There were various unmarked jam and meat paste jars
(see  Illustration 40d-h), and one jam jar was embossed
with the Lawrence Bros. Lion Brand label (see Illustration
40j). This company was in production from 1895, with a
orchard and factory set up in Invercargill.  It was run by
George Lawrence and his family, with an annual  output
of  over  25  tons  of  jam  by  1904.  The  company  used
imported jars (Cyclopedia Co, 1905:856).

Two Bovril bottles were also found in the site, in different
sizes (see Illustration 40i and Illustration 48f). Invented in
Canada in 1875, but produced in from 1886 London, this
product  was  touted  as  a  health  tonic,  designed  to  be

taken as a broth. It was a concentrate made from an extract of beef. The classic bulbous
brown bottles seen on this site were used from 1888 (http://letslookagain.com/tag/history-of-
bovril/).  The two bottles found here are likely to have been made around 1910, being fully
machine moulded.
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a) Empire Manufacturing 
Co. Wellington, Beaver 
Brand Sauce bottle (MGG-
107)

b) Lea & Perrins 
Worcestershire 
Sauce  (MGG-039

c) Olive oil bottle (MGG-055)

d) Jam (MGG-118)

e) Paste (MGG-050)
f) Jam (MGG-115)

j) Lawrence Bros. Jam jar (MGG-
014)

g) Paste (MGG-112) h) Paste (MGG-114) i) Bovril (MGG-
111)

Illustration 40: Condiments
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4.5  Alcoholic Drink Bottles

There was a high proportion of alcoholic drink bottles found on the site, with a predominance
of tapered,  square-based case gin bottles in typical “black” glass (see  Illustration 41e-h).
There wear at least 37 case bottle found, in two sizes. None of the case gin bottles were
embossed or stamped with a manufacturer's mark, although a number did have distinctive
patterns embossed underside the base (see for instance  Illustration 41f-j). These probably
identify bottle manufacturer rather than distiller, but none have so far been identified.

Part of one paper label was found on a case gin bottle body panel fragment (see Illustration
41h). This was a Blankenheim & Nolet, Rotterdam, Holland label and a date on it of 1876 for
a gold medal received in Philadelphia dates the bottle to shortly after that time.

One fragment of a lighter, green bottle (see Illustration 41c), is most likely part of an Udolpho
Woolfe Aromatic Schnapps, Schiedam bottle. This product was very commonly available in
New Zealand, generally passed off as a medicinal tonic, rather than a highly alcoholic drink.

As well as the various spirits bottles there were a number of “black”1 and lighter green beer
bottles with roughly cast, thick bases and rounded shoulders. None had the snap pontil mark
associated with early-mid 19th century manufacture and most are likely to date to the 1860s-
1880s. One of these bottles still had an embossed lead foil cap in place. This was marked
for E. & J. Burke, Dublin (see  Illustration 41k). This business was originally established in
1848  by Edward  Frederick  Burke  (1827-1892)  who  was  joined  some years  later  by his
brother, John Burke (1829-1892). They were Irish distillers, brewers, bottlers and exporters,
holding the bottling and export license for Guinness stout for some decades. Beer bottled by
E. & J. Burke was advertised in Wellington at least from 1874 (Wellington Independent, 27th

May, 1874, p.1).  In July 1890 the business became a limited company, so this bottle is likely
to have been made prior to that time.

As well  as  the beer  and spirits  bottles  there  were  various  fragments  of  wine  bottles  in
shades of  green.  Dark-green,  champagne-type bottles with applied string rims were also
found in significant  quantities being the most  numerous type of  bottle after  the case gin
bottles  (see Illustration 41d for example).  As is typical, none had any identifying features to
indicate origin or manufacture.  They were a mix of standard and half sized bottles and one
(as discussed previously)  had been re-used by a local  company as a sauce bottle  (see
Illustration 40a).

1 Generally referred to as “black” but in fact differing shades of very dark brown and green due to iron content of glass

163 Main St Archaeological Monitoring Report



 Storage, Preparation and Consumption of Food

a) Beer (MGC-001)

b) Beer (MGG-003)

c) Brandy (MGG-016)

d)  Champagne, 
standard size (MGG-
023)

c) Schnapps (MGG-008)

e) Case gin (MGG-038)

f) Gin bottle base 
(MGG-030) g) Gin bottle base (MGG-

034)

h) Blankenheim & 
Nolet gin bottle label 
ca 1876 (MGG-024)

i) Gin bottle base 
(MGG-033)

j) Gin bottle base (MGG-
035) k) E. & J. Burke beer 

bottle top (MGG-004)

Illustration 41: Wine, Beer and Spirit Bottles
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a) Aerated water- J. Fuller (MGC-040)
b) Aerated water, J. Fuller, 
Greytown (MGG-020)

c) Aerated water, J. 
[Fuller] Greytown (MGG-
009)

d) Aerated water, 
possibly J. Dixon, 
Masterton (MGG-020)

Illustration 42: Glass aerated water bottles

4.6  Aerated Water 

At least 5 aerated water bottles were found during the investigation. There were a number of
firms producing ginger beer and aerated water in the wider Wellington area during the 19 th

and  20th centuries  but  bottles  produced  for  only  one  confirmed  and  one  unconfirmed
manufacturer were found here. These were John Fuller and Joseph Dixon, both based in
Masterton.

At least four of the bottles would have been made for John Fuller who was in operation in
Main St. Greytown from 1871-1885 (Cyclopedia co. 1897:888). These bottles were present
in  three  variations  as  can  be  seen  in  Illustration  42a,  b  and  c.  This  probably  indicates
different periods of manufacture.

Joseph Dixon, operated his works in Chapel Street, Masterton from  1883. Joseph Dixon
was a son of Edward Dixon, one of the first aerated water and cordial manufacturers to set
up in Wellington. Joseph first worked for his father Edward, then hist brother George and
later  J.L.,  Bacon,  another  Wellington  manufacturer.  (Cyclopedia  Co.  1908:738).  This
particular bottle is marked “Dan Rylands Ltd Reliance Patent Sole Maker Barnsley” on the
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rear  base.  Reliance  Patent  bottles  were  used  by  other  Wellington  area  manufacturers
between approximately 1884 and 1895 (Fisher, 2003:191).

4.7  Other Non-Alcoholic Beverages

There was a small representation of other non-alcoholic beverages found on the site. This
included one Symington' & Co. Essence of Coffee and Chicory bottle (see  Illustration 43).
This product is commonly found in New Zealand archaeological sites. Symington & Co. was
based in Edinburgh and this product was available in Wellington area from at least 1886
(see for  instance  New Zealand Times, 4th June 1886, p.3).  The bottle found at 163 Man
Street had a hand applied collar and top, indicating a probable 1880s-1900s manufacture.

a) Symington's, Edingurgh, Essence of Coffee and Chicory (MGG-117)

Illustration 43: Symington's Essence of Coffee & Chicory
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4.8  Drinking Glasses

As well as the various drink bottles, there were a number of drinking glasses found on the
site. This included both tumblers and stemmed  glasses (see  Illustration 44).  All were in
clear glass and none showed signs of etching or cutting/polishing as is sometimes the case.
All would have been fairly utilitarian examples.

a) Drinking glass-tumbler 
(MGC-025)

b) Drinking glass-tumbler
(MGG-026)

d) Stemmed wine glass base (MGG-
022)

Illustration 44: Drinking Glasses
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5  Personal Items and Healthcare

There  were  a  number  of  items  found  during  the  excavation  relating  to  healthcare  and
general beautification.  There were many popular patent remedies that were used in New
Zealand during the 19th and early 20th centuries, but few named products were found here.
.

5.1  Medicines, Ablutions and Personal Grooming

Items  relating  to  ablutions  and  toiletries  included  a  variety  of  medicinal,  cosmetic  and
personal grooming products (see Illustration 45). There were several wash bowls and wash
ewers found,  but no chamber pots. 

Cosmetics intended for general facial skin care would have included the opaque, white glass
jar shown in Illustration 45b). Such pots generally contained contained face creams such as
cold creams or night creams.  One unmarked perfume bottle was found, as well as several
celarly  medicinal  products.  This  included  a  Lane's  Emulsion  bottle,  a  Baxter's  Lung
Preserver bottle and Dr. Flemming's Pills bottle. Of these, only the Baxter's Lung Preserver
and  the  Lane's  Emulsion  were  produced  in  New  Zealand.  Baxter's  was  founded  in
Christchurch  during  the  1880s  by  John  Baxter,  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  (Cyclopedia
Company,  1903:255).  The  bottle  found  on  this  site  is  fully  machine  manufactured  and
probably dates to the early 20th century.  

a) Dr. 
Flemmings Pills
bottle (MGG-
052)

b) Cosmetic cream 
jar (MGG-027)

c) Baxter's Lung 
Preserver, 
Christchurch 
(MGG-051)

d) Pill bottle 
(MGG-013)

e) Lanes Emulsion 
(MGG-054)

f) Cut-throat Razor (MGM-015) g) Brush handle (MGM-027)

Illustration 45: Healthcare and Personal grooming
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Lane's Emulsion was  invented by Edward Lane, an
Oamaru chemist, in 1898. It contained a high volume
of cod liver oil and was thus very pungent. Other in-
gredients  included beechwood  creosote,  mineral
lime, soda, brandy, vitamins and fresh egg yolk  see
Illustration 45e). 

It was touted as a general health tonic with specific
benefits for the lungs. The fact that it did not contain
narcotics such as opium was also seen as an advan-
tage,  particularly  in  dosing  children  (New Zealand
Times 26th April 1901, p 3)

Dr. Flemmings Pills contained camphor and quinine
and  were  touted  as  a  remedy  for  “indigestion,
nervous,  bilious  and  liver  complaints”  (Congreve,
1839:16 -see Illustration 45a).

There were an additional four rectangular bottles in
shades of aqua green and blue that are likely to have
contained  medicinal  products,  such  as  tonics  or
remedies,  but  none  were  marked.  One  other  pill
type, cylindrical bottle was also present (see Illustra-
tion 45d). Such bottles, with hand finished flattened
rims  are relatively common.

Other grooming items included part of a plastic han-
dled cut-throat or straight razor that would have been
used for  shaving.  Although “safety”  razors were in
more common usage from the late 19th century, cut
throat razors are still in use up until the present day.
This  particular  item  is  likely  to  date  to  the  first
decades of  the 20th century as the plastic is brittle
and hard (see Illustration 45f).

One final grooming item was a wooden brush han-
dle, most likely from a hairbrush (see Illustration 45g). 

Two bottles embossed with the Lysol trademark were also found under the rear lean-to fol-
lowing demolition (see Illustration 47). Lysol was a popular disinfectant that was in produc-
tion by Mayr and Schulke of Hamburg from 1892 where it was observed to assist in combat-
ing a cholera epidemic. It was a preparation of coal tar and was thought to also effective
against anthrax, abscesses, obstetric and epidemic maladies (Oamaru Mail, 31 December
1892, p. 3).

The two bottles were both dark amber brown with with an embossed lattice pattern. They
were marked London and Hamburg respectively and are likely to have been produced ca
1910-1920  (see  also  https://www.schuelke.com/intl-en/about-us/company/history.php).
Lysol was widely available in the Wellington Region at least from 1900 and it outlasted other
similar and now defunct disinfectant products such as Creolin and Pacolol. It also appears to
have  been the product of choice for suicide (Horowhenua Chronicle 26th August, 1911, p.3).
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a) Lysol Bottle and Cap (London) (MGM-109) by) Lysol Bottle -Schulke & Mayr Hamburg (MGM-1110)

Illustration 47: Lysol Disinfectant Bottles

5.2  Coleman's Mustard Tin Grooming & Nutrition Assemblage

As well as the healthcare and grooming products mentioned in the previous section, there
was also an intriguing mini assemblage found underneath the main house that constitutes a
sort of personal healt kit (see Illustration 48). This material was all contained within a bulk
sized Coleman's Mustard time and it included shaving soap in tube form (Osyl & Palmolive)
as  well  as  Vaseline  and  Bovril  jars.  A  Flat,  circular  Cross  &  Blackwell  tin  lid  was  also
contained  within  the  mustard  tin.  They were  London  based  and  were  general  provision
merchants and distributors. Their products were available in Wellington from at least 1854
(see Wellington Independent 1st Aug 1854, p. 5) but it is likely that this was an empty tin that
had  been  re-used  for  another  purpose.  This  was  an  unusual  assemblage  as  it  is  not
common to find artifacts within other artifacts and it is an interesting example of reuse and
recycling-essentially home economy.

The discard of this material is likely to date to after ca 1910, based on the stylistc aspects of
some of the product labels and the products themselves. For instance, Vaseline was sold n
threaded jars (as opposed to corked jars) from around 1908 (Fike, 2006:56).

56  



 Personal Items and Healthcare

a) Coleman's bulk mustard tin (MGM-010)

b) Palmolive shaving soap
tube lid (MGM-013)

c) Osyl shaving 
soap (MGM-011)

d)  Vaseline jar (MGG-054)

e) Medicine bottle 
(MGG-044)

f) Bovril jar (MGG-045)

Illustration 48: Coleman's Mustard Tin Nutritional & Healthcare Assemblage

5.3  Personal Adornment - Commemorative Patriotism

No jewellery items were found on the site but here was one
item of personal adornment found underneath the demolished
lean-to. This was a patriotic  metal  badge decorated with an
image  of  King  George  V  of  England  (and  New  Zealand)
printed "GEORGIUS V D.G.BRITT OMN REX IND IMP" inside
a garter with central photographic portrait (see Illustration 49).
This  badge  was  most  likely  produced  to  commemorate  the
coronation  of  George  V  which  occurred  in  May  1910.
Commemorative china is sometimes found on New Zealand
archaeological sites but it is less common to find badges such
as this  as they generally do not  survive the burial  process.
This  item  survived  because,  as  with  the  footwear,  it  was
preserved above ground in relatively dry conditions.
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5.4  Clothing

A number of pieces of leather footwear were found underneath the house, preserved by
the dry conditions  there.  A selection  of  these can be seen in  Illustration  50.  Footwear
included shoes and boots and a range of sizes was represented indicating use by children,
women and men. The footwear was all composed of leather with nailed soles and metal
eyelets. Some of the shoes in particular showed signs of slight decoration in stitching (see
for instance  Illustration 50d), but most was very utilitarian. One stitched leather element
was part of a riding type pull-on boot (calf section). This had pull-tabs and was shaped to
allow room for  a bent  knee (not  illustrated).  Some of  the footwear  was paired but  the
majority was not.

a) Leather Shoes UK Size 3 (MGM-005) b) Leather Boots UK Size Child's 13 (MGM-006)

c) Leather shoe UK Child's Size 8.5 (MGM-002) d) Leather shoe UK Size 4 (MGM-030)

e) Leather shoe UK Child's Size 10 (MGM-024)

f) Leather Boot UK Size 8.5 (MGM-003)

Illustration 50: Footwear
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6  Recreation

6.1  Child's Playthings and Dinnerware

Items relating  to children are frequently found on New Zealand archaeological  sites with
glass and ceramic marbles, nursery cups and plates, dolls and miniature teas sets among
the more common artifacts recovered. No marbles were found on the site  but there were
several other child-related items (see Illustration 51). This included part of a baby's plate, a
doll leg and a doll chest. 

The doll's  chest  plate  was  made from a fine,  unglazed porcelain  bisque  and was hand
incised with part of an illegible maker's mark (possibly Mij M). This is most likely a European
product  (France  or  Germany)  (see  Illustration  51a).  The  doll  leg  (see  Illustration  51c)
consists of part of the lower limb, minus foot. This would have been attached to a cloth upper
leg.
.

a) Doll chest  with incised mark
on back (MGC-054) 

b) Baby plate (MGC-051)

c) Doll's lower leg (MGG-055)

Illustration 51: Children's items
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6.2  Smoking

There were no clay smoking pipes found on the site but there were a number of other items
associated with smoking and tobacco use (see Illustration 52).  This included at least one
Vesta match tin ( Illustration 52b), a tobacco tin (see  Illustration 52a), a large Three Castles
cigarette tin (see  Illustration 52c) and part of a ceramic ashtray (see  Illustration 52d). Wax
Vesta matches were in common usage prior to the development of the safety match  and R.
Bell matches we in common use in New Zealand from at  least  the 1850s with a factory
opening in Newtown, Wellington in 1895.

W.D & H.D. Wills were a British tobacco company in operation in Bristol & London from the
early 19th c, but this tin is likely to date to ca 1890-1910.  It would have most likely contained
pipe tobacco.

While  machine rolled  cigarettes  were  produced as early  as  the 1880s they were not  in
common usage until the early 20th c with a huge increase around the time of the First World
War (1914-1918) as they were made available free to soldiers and were more portable and
convenient than smoking pipes.

a) W.D. &H.D. Wills tobacco tin 
(MGM-020)

b) R. Bell & Co wax vesta tin (MGM-018)

c) W.D. & H.D. Wills Three Castles bulk cigarette tin (MGM-029) d) Ashtray (MGC-063)

Illustration 52: Smoking Accoutrements
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7  Household Items

A number of items relating to general household activities were found along with the material
used for food storage and consumption. This included general household goods and building
elements (see Illustration 53). This included fragments of flashed and stained window glass
in red, green and blue, (reflecting that seen in the front door today – see Illustration 53a-d). 

a) Green stained window 
glass (MGG-041)

b) Red flashed 
window glass  
(MGG-042)

c) Scored writing slate 
(MGM-001

d) Front door 163 
Main Street

e) Graphite slate 
pencil (MGM-023)

g) Three-in-One OIl (MGG-
119)

h) Pennant kerosene tin lid  (MGM-019)

i) Builder's level (MGM-026)
g) Assorted nails (MGM-001)

Illustration 53: Household goods
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A three-in-one oil bottle and kerosene tin lid attest to general household fuel and machine
use. Pennant brand kerosene was produced by the shell company and “three-in-one oil” was
formulated in 1894 and included lubricating oil,  a rust preventative as well  as a cleaning
agent (-http://www.3-in-one.co.uk/history/). This bottle was fully machined and would have
most likely been produced during the early 20thc for general household applications.

A wooden builder's level with glass inset and inch measured in punched holes was found
under the house towards the rear. This may relate to the original construction of the house
or lean-to (see Illustration 53i). The level had been roughly treated with nails hammered into
it  and  piece  of  rope  affixed  to  one  end.  It  is  not  clear  why this  was  the  case  or  what
secondary function it might have performed. Other household tools included two axe heads
(not illustrated) these were both a traditional wedge shape and made from iron.

Numerous nails of various shapes and sizes were also found underneath the house during
demolition  and  re-piling.  Some  examples  are  shown  in  Illustration  53g.These  were
predominantly iron and included wire drawn (round) and forged (square). Several had rose
shaped heads which is a style generally associated with older New Zealand buildings. 

One  other household item, relating to writing was found uder the demolished lean-to. This
was a fluted graphite rod that had been sharpened at one end, presumably for use as a
pencil (see Illustration 53e). This was embossed “Made in England”. Such rods  have been
seen on previous sites and are thought to be slate pencils, though they are unusually large
and may in fact be vintage battery cores.

8  Faunal Material

Along with the ceramic,  metal  and glass artifact  material,  a faunal  assemblage was also
recovered from underneath the main house and lean-to (see Illustration 54). This included a
variety of skeletal material with sparse shell. A breakdown of the material collected can be
seen in Table 71

Most of the skeletal material derived from domestic animals including mammals and birds.
There were at least 8 sheep represented, as well as 1 cow.  There were at least 3 chickens
(male and female) as well as a probable goose or turkey. There was a predominance of
sheep scapulae which would have represented a shoulder blade cut. 

Other mammals represented were all rodents and included rabbit, hedgehog, rat and mouse.
It is possible that the rabbit represented food remains, but all the others are likely to have
been self-introduced rather than eaten.

1 It should be noted that not all bones were collected for all animals, for instance only the scapulae (which were the 
most commonly represented) were collected for sheep to ascertain minimum numbers.
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Species Element Side NISP MNE

Mammal
Cow Bos taurus

Rib 1

1

Sheep Ovis aries

innominate R 6

Scapula L 7

7

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Mandible L 1

1

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeu 

Mandible L 1

Mandible R 1

1

Rat Rattus sp.

Mandible L 2

R 1

2

Mouse Mus musculus

Whole body 1

1

Bird
Chicken Gallus domesticus

Humerus L 3

Male Tarso Metatarsus L 1

Female Tarso Metatarsus L 1

Tarso Metatarsus R 1

Tibiotarsus R 1

Tibiotarsus L 2

3

Goose?/Turkey?
Meleagris gallopavo 

/Anser domesticus
Tibiotarsus L 1

Tibiotarsus R 1

1

Mollusca

Bivalvia

Bluff oyster Ostrea chilensis 2 1

Table 7: Faunal Material
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8.1  Artifact Assemblage Discussion

The artifact assemblage exhibits the typical range of products expected for a domestic site,
including ceramic tea and table, ware,  glass drink and medicine bottles. Date ranges for
marked items conform to the known occupation of the site with a predominance of items
dating to the later 19thc and early 20thc being identified.

There were a number of commonly recognised ceramic patterns identified (in set elements)
but also a number that have not previously been seen in this area. These are likely to be of a
similar vintage to the numerous black case gin and beer bottles which are more typical of the
1870s-1880s although some ceramic items were clearly of early 20th century manufacture.  

The vast majority of the material found on the site also indicates a British origin, although
several  pieces  would  have been manufactured  in  Britain  for  local  producers  (eg  Fullers
aerated water). Again this is very typical of mid-late 19th century New Zealand sites as glass
bottles were not produced in any quantity locally until well into the 20th c.

There were some intriguing instances of re-use. This included a half champagne bottle used
for  Beaver  Brand  sauce  and  a  Coleman's  mustard  tin  used  as  a  storage  container  for
various personal grooming and nutritional products.
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9  Summary and Conclusions

9.1  Background Summary

The  previous  sections  describe  the  archaeology  of  part  of  163  Main  Street,  Greytown,
Wairarapa. The site comprised a section that was one of the earliest settled in the town, with
members of the Kempton family in residence there from as early as  In 1853/54, reportedly
initially in a tent and then later in a cottage where (a possible partial rebuild) still stands
today.   Thomas  Kempton,  who  initially  developed  the  section,  was  the  first  mayor  of
Greytown and he retained ownership until 1889, when it was inherited by his daughter. The
site is interesting in that it represents one of several early dwellings in Greytown that are still
occupied and retain some of their original architectural character and is one of few that have
been documented archaeologically. 

9.2  Excavation

The project required relatively little excavation with the majority of the artifact assemblage
recovered during the demolition of a rear lean-to structure and during the lifting and re-piling
of the main house. A smaller quantity of material was recovered during the re-piling, from the
new addition pile holes and during a shallow surface scrape over the area of the demolished
lean-to. Little was recovered from elsewhere on the section.

Several fireplace or chimney base features were noted during the refurbishment, with one
that had not previously been visible revealed underneath the demolished lean-to during the
shallow surface scrape. Little other in the way of structural features were noted during the
work.
  

9.3  Artifact Assemblage

The majority of  the ceramic,  glass and other artifacts in the assemblage demonstrated a
definite or likely British origin, typical of New Zealand domestic sites of this period. A number
of the items also included details relating to local, Wellington and Wairarapa firms, primarily
the  soft  drink  manufacturer  John  Fuller.  Items  imported  directly  from  overseas
manufacturers  included  domestic  tea  and  tableware  ceramics,  alcoholic  drinks,
pharmaceutical  products  and  smoking  supplies.  These  included  items  manufactured  in
England, the United States and the Netherlands. The assemblage mainly included items with
likely dates of manufacture ranging from the 1870s to ca 1910-20 which may reflect the fact
the the building is thought to have been rebuilt or renovated after a fire during the 1870s.  

9.3.1  Artifact Management

The artifacts collected during the monitoring work  have been catalogued and individually
recorded photographically. The items have been returned to the landowner.
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9.4  Remaining Archaeological Potential

The excavation work required for the addition to and refurbishment of the original building
was  relatively  minor,  although  a  significant  artifact  assemblage  was  recovered  during
general  surface  collection  from  underneath  the  house.  Little  material  was  found  on  the
property outside of the main building footprint, during excavation for new piles and general
landscaping  work.   This  is  a reflection  of  the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  previous  ground
disturbance  is  thought  to  have  occurred  there  during  the  later  20thc  century,  including
gardening,  rotary  hoeing  and  excavation  for  building  and  drainage  (see  Chapter  1.2.3).
There is some potential for further artifact material to be recovered from as yet undisturbed
areas of the site, but it is unlikely that there will be significant deposits remaining there. The
original  rear  section,  where  one  would  generally  expect  to  find  artifact  deposits  has
previously been subdivided off  from the main property.  This area (now part of 163a Main
Street)  should be investigated if it is ever slated for redevelopment.

9.4.1  Future Requirements for the Site

Approximately 40% of the total 163 Main Street site is located underneath the refurbished
building and has been investigated as part of  this project.  Around an additional 40% has
been shallowly rotovated for the placement of a new turf lawn (a small quantity of artifact
material  was recovered during this process,  but it  also seems that this activity had been
carried  out  here  previously  –  see  Chapter  1.2.3).  The  areas  untouched  by  the  present
project have mainly been used for border garden beds and various tree plantings and would
have been dug over a number of times over the years. There is low-low/moderate potential
for  remaining  archaeological  material  and  information  to  be  present  on  the  site  (see
Illustration 55. 

It is felt that normal domestic activities such as gardening and general property maintenance
can be safely carried out under an Accidental Discovery Protocol. Requirements for more
serious groundworks and future building developments should be carried out under a new
archaeological  authority.  This  is  a  statutory  requirement.  Any  subsequent  purchasers
should  be  made aware  of  the  remaining  archaeological  potential  and  about  the  historic
nature of the property.  
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Illustration 55: Altered building footprint  showing  building area in orange and established
garden areas in green.
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11.1  Appendix 1 NZAA Archaeological Site R27/552 Update
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11.2  Appendix 2 Artifact Catalogue Summaries

11.2.1  Artifact Catalogue Summary: Ceramics
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11.2.2  Artifact Catalogue Summary: Glass 
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11.2.3  Artifact Catalogue Summary: Miscellaneous Materials
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11.3  Appendix 3  HNZPT Archaeological Authority 2017/387
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