H istoric
G reytown

Map overleaf
1

2

New Zealand’s First Planned Inland Town
1854
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An hour’s drive from Wellington, on the other side of the Rimutaka Range
in South Wairarapa is the town of Greytown. Greytown owes its foundation
to the energy and initiative of early settlers in Wellington. They were looking
for smaller blocks of suitable land to farm. Greytown’s foundation was also
assisted by the then Governor Sir George Grey. This was acknowledged by
the settlers who named the town Greytown in his honour.
The Small Farms Association was set up in 1853 in Wellington to purchase
land in the Wairarapa. Each purchaser would have a town section of 1 acre,
costing 1 pound and a 40 acre farm block nearby for which they were to
pay 10 shillings an acre. The layout of Greytown, with its long main street,
dates from the original survey in 1853. 120 one acre sections, 60 on either
side of the main road, were surveyed by W. Corbett. This makes Greytown
the first planned inland town in New Zealand. The Greytown Soldiers’
Memorial Park with its remnant native bush, camping and sports grounds, is
part of an original 40 acre block.
Not all the sections were sold. In 1871 the Greytown Trust Lands Trust was
set up by Act of Parliament and its investments and rentals have enabled it
to be a generous benefactor to the town over the years.
In late March 1854 the first party of six settlers, five males and one female,
their possessions carried by 4 bullocks, crossed the Rimutaka Hill on foot
and arrived in Greytown. They camped near the present day
Cobblestones Museum site. A small memorial shelter on Main Street, close
to Cobblestones, commemorates their arrival. The first settlors immediately
set to work to build shelters and small cottages. Within five years more
substantial buildings, including shops, hotels and larger houses were built.
Fire was a continuing hazard and took its toll in the early years. However,
the surviving 19th century built heritage gives us a strong Victorian flavour to
the Main Street.
Conservation of notable trees and care for the environment has always been
important for Greytown citizens. In 1890 the first Arbor Day planting in New
Zealand was held in the town. Trees from that planting still stand alongside
the main highway just south of the town.
In 1919 - 1920 an opportunity arose to buy O’Connor’s Bush, an uncut
remnant of lowland forest on Kuratawhiti Street. The farsighted citizens gave
money generously and the bush and adjourning cleared land was purchased.
The beautiful Greytown Soldiers’ Memorial Park is a stunning memorial to
the men of Greytown who gave their lives for their country in both World
Wars.
When the main railway route by-passed Greytown in the 1870s, Greytown’s
position as the pre-eminent town in the Wairarapa slowly declined. The
years passed quietly until the 1960s. In a strong way this has helped
modern Greytown, as little building went on from 1920 to 1960. Therefore,
the lovely old colonial buildings with their exotic trees were left largely
untouched.
Greytown residents are very proud of their built heritage. Old buildings
have been sensitively upgraded and put to new purposes such as cafes,
restaurants, antique/retro shops, clothing retail outlets, home-stays and
as residences for Wellington commuters or “weekenders”. Greytown is an
attractive, thriving community.
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12 Main Street
The date the house was first built is unknown but thought to be around 1870
or earlier. The house was added to c.1872, and used by the Miss Wyetts
as a finishing school for daughters of local gentry in the 1880s. The heavy
wooden fence was a protection against floods from the Waiohine River,
which originally flowed a few hundred metres north of the house.

21 Main Street
This building, sometime known as “Turkey Red,” is one of Greytown’s
landmark buildings. It has had a number of owners, and various uses, from a
boarding house to restaurant, to its current use as an upmarket B&B known
as ”Briarwood”.

33 Main Street
The Greytown Hotel. Investigation into the history of this building dates it
earlier. A very large photograph in the hotel shows it well established in 1871
but it was known to be working in 1863. It is one of the oldest surviving
hotel buildings in New Zealand.

53 Main Street
The Forester’s Arms was built around 1870 on the site of the British
Volunteer Hotel. In 1999 the name was changed to The Green Man. 2010
saw another name change to TurkeyRed Greytown Country Hotel.

56 Main Street
The central portion of this house dates from the very early days of Greytown
and was built around 1856. It was subsequently added to around 1877.

59 Main Street
This was the site of the first school in the Wairarapa and was built c.1857.
A new school was then built on the corner of Jellicoe and East Streets. The
school house was built on the site of the first school in 1875. This became
the residence of the school master Thomas Wakelin junior.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Main Street
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Sacred Heart Catholic Church was built c.1880. The addition facing
Kuratawhiti Street is the Greytown Court House 1883, which was moved
across the road as an addition to the church in 1957.

St. Andrew’s Union Church Main Street
Almost diagonally opposite Sacred Heart Church, is St Andrew’s Union
Church. It is on the site of the original Wesleyan/ Methodist Church now at
Cobblestones Museum. St Andrews is therefore the second church on this
site and it dates from c.1880. It was seismically strengthened and upgraded
in 2009.

67 Main Street
Haigh’s Butchers shop built c.1873. It has been a butcher shop ever since
with various owners except for a short time when it was closed. It is now
called Greytown Butchery.

72 Main Street
This Victorian Shop was built as the Premier Boot Warehouse c.1891 for Mr
Loasby, a prominent Greytown figure.

The Lime Trees
Planted alongside the former BNZ building around 1899-1900, they grace
the street with their handsome appearance. Behind the lime trees is the
former St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (1886-1986) moved from Fordell in
2009.

75 Main Street
An imposing building built for the Bank of New Zealand in 1875 - 1876 by
R. A. Wakelin. It was the town’s principal bank until its closure in 1997.
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79 Main Street
Erected c.1867 on the corner of West and Kuratawhiti Street, known as the
Foresters Lodge this was Greytown’s first community hall. In 1917 Callile
Bouzaid moved the building to its present site with Athol Rhodes, enlarged
the building and converted it into a movie theatre. It was later renamed
Crown Picture Theatre.

80 Main Street
This brick building was built for the Permanent Investment and Loan
Association of the Wairarapa c.1896. The Association, established in 1873,
was the predecessor of the Wairarapa Building Society. It was the oldest
building society in the Wellington Province and one of the earliest such
societies established in NZ.

81 Main Street
Thomas Kempton built the first part of this building which he sold to Dr
Spratt in 1877. Known as Dr Spratt and Son Surgery, it was sold to the
Bouzaids in 1917 to be used as a home and dairy. The front part, which
was the dairy, was built in approximately 1917/18.

Corner Main and McMaster Street
Greytown’s Town Centre was built as the town hall in 1907 to replace earlier
ones which burnt down by fire. The first town hall was located opposite St.
Luke’s Church on Main Street and the second one opposite the present town
centre. The town centre underwent a significant upgrade and restoration
in 2007. It is home to the Greytown Library, has a town meeting room and
offices, including the Information Centre.
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101 Main Street
This house was built by Baillie and Wybrow for James and Jane Baillie
c.1885. The shop in front of Baillies Building was built for Jack Hannan
Radio and TV in 1958.

110 Main Street
The former Greytown Borough Chambers is a high Victorian building built
c.1892. The building housed the Greytown Borough Council Chambers,
with the library and public reading rooms on the ground floor and the ladies’
reading room, mother’s room and Council Chambers on the upper floor. It
stopped housing the Council after amalgamation in 1989 and was then used
as a South Wairarapa District Council service centre. That Council sold the
building in 2004.

113 Main Street
Kouka /Cabbage Tree Cottage was possibly a gardener’s cottage for the
Kempton/Dunn family house which was once standing on the Old Masonic
Hall site. The cottage exterior was restored from a derelict state in 1996.

120 Main Street
The South Wairarapa Workingmens Club was formed c.1877. This is the
third building on this site and it holds the oldest Queen’s Charter in NZ for
such clubs.

for more info visit www.greytownheritagetrust.co.nz
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126 Main Street
Beard House possibly built c.1874. The premises have also probably been
used continually as a law practice since the 1880s.

Old Masonic Hall
Built as a Masonic Hall on West Street c.1891, it was moved to its current
site in 1979. The building housed the Greytown library from 1980 – 2007.

119 Main Street
Built c.1885 it was the residence of Dr William Bey JP, superintendent
of Greytown Hospital from 1881-1918, Medical Advisor to the Greytown
Borough Council and Medical Officer to the Featherston Military Army Camp,
holding the rank of Colonel.

123 Main Street
Richard Wakelin owned the land of this site for four years 1859-1863. Rate
demands show that the present house dates from 1890 -1, the house at
that time being occupied by Charles and Elizabeth Brunton.

125 Main Street
Jane Wakelin’s cottage built in stages and enlarged by the second owner in
the 1880s as a workshop and store.

129 Main Street
Bright House. Parts of this building are thought to be the earliest remaining
structure in Greytown, dating from c.1861.

St Luke’s Gum Tree
This huge Eucalyptus Regnans was reputedly wheeled over the Rimutaka Hill
in 1856 by Samuel Oates in a wooden wheelbarrow. The seedling tree was
“removed” while Mr Oates was at lunch in the nearly Rising Sun Hotel. With a
girth of approximately 13m, a span of 30m and a height of 40m, it is possibly
the biggest gum tree in NZ!

163 Main Street
The original Kempton House built by Thomas Kempton c1859. The upper
storey was destroyed by fire shortly after it was built.

174 Main Street
Armstrong Saddlery. The earliest part of this building dates from the 1860s.
It was a saddlers workroom and shop for many years and the shop facade
still remains.

100 West Street
Old Barber’s Shop built by James Judd c.1906 and moved here from the
Main Street in 1975.

The Oak Trees
These magnificent English Oaks grow on what was once Ben Stephen’s 40
acre section which he balloted for in 1854. One would like to think that they
grew from acorns planted by the early settler.

157 West Street
Drummond Cottage c.1875 is one of the finest surviving examples of the
ornate cottage style. Moved from Main Street to its present site in the
1970s, it was restored from a neglected shell.

18 Jellicoe Street
Registry Office. James Boys was Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages
in Greytown from 1863. About 1876 he built this house in Jellicoe Street
and the front hallway was used as the Registrar’s Office.

40 Kuratawhiti Street
This is one of the few substantial Victorian Houses remaining in Greytown. It
was built in the early 1890s for the lawyer HS Izard and his family. He was
mayor of Greytown 1898-99.

Greytown Soldiers’ Memorial Park - Kuratawhiti Street
The park land and O’Connor’s Bush was purchased by community
fundraising as a memorial to the men killed in WWI. The lime trees in the
Avenue were planted as individual memorials. The magnificent totara and
matai trees in O’Connor’s Bush are between 400 and 600 years old.

Cobblestones Museum
Cobblestones was once the site of the stables operated by the Hastwells
to provide a mail and passenger service between Wellington and the
Wairarapa. Hastwell’s Coaching Stables dated back to 1857. The
Museum Project was initiated in 1969 by the Greytown Jaycees with
assistance from the Wairarapa Horsedrawn Society. Three of the site’s
original buildings formed the start of the collection. These buildings include
the original W R Hastwell stable 1857 and the Storage shed, both of which
front onto the Museum’s distinctive cobblestones from which the Museum
name originates. The Hastwell/Tully Residence was removed to make way
for the museum’s new visitor centre.
Over time a number of early heritage buildings, all with an interesting
history, have been moved to Cobblestones such as the Donald Woolshed
c1870 and the Wesleyan Church 1865, which was the first purpose built
worship centre in the Wairarapa. This church was built by Hart Udy in 1865
from timber sawn at his Matarawa mill, just north of the Waiohine River.
The original Greytown Hospital, the first one in the Wairarapa, built in 1875
is also on site.

Papawai Marae
Papawai marae was once an important political centre. It remains of great
cultural and heritage significance. In the 1890s 18 large carved figures/
pou were erected, representing famous ancestors/tipuna. These were
subsequently restored with help from the Historic Places Trust now Heritage
New Zealand/Pohere Taonga. The pou stand proudly watching over the
marae.
The present whare whakairo/meeting house dates from 1888. From then
onwards Papawai was famous for the great hui/meetings held there. In
1897 the Kotahangi movement parliament was established at Papawai with
the well- known local Tamahau Mahupuka as leader. Tribal delegations
from many parts of the country travelled to Papawai to discuss Government
policy/proposals with the premier Richard John Seddon and King Mahuta
among those present. After the death of Mahupuka in 1904, the importance
but not significance of Papawai began to ebb.
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